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Two main governmental agencies regulate asbestos and asbestos-containing
materials in Korea: the Ministry of Employment and Labor (MOEL) and the
Ministry of Environment (MOE).
The Occupational Safety and Health (OSH) Act started to regulate asbestos
as a chemical that can only be used with permission of MOEL in 1990, and
prohibited crocidolite and amosite in 1997 and anthophyllite, tremolite, and
actinolite asbestos in 2003. The occupational exposure limit of asbestos was
reduced from 2 f/cc for chrysotile, 0.5 f/cc for amosite, 0.2 f/cc for crocidolite
and 2 f/cc for other types of asbestos to 0.1 f/cc for all types of asbestos. In
2009, MOEL made major revision for the protection of asbestos construction
workers by mandating the asbestos surveying of buildings and the abatement
of asbestos by designated contractors. MOEL also prohibited the
manufacture, import, transfer, offer and use of asbestos-containing products
in 2007. In April 2011, MOE issued the Safe Asbestos Control Act to protect
human health and the environment from asbestos and this Act will be put into
force in April 2012. In addition to the Acts controlling current and future
asbestos exposure, MOE issued the Asbestos Victim Compensation Act in
March 2010 to provide financial compensation for victims suffering from
asbestos-related diseases. The following fact sheets briefly describe the
major provisions of the asbestos-related legislation in Korea.
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Introduction
Asian context
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For Asian countries that continue to manufacture and use asbestos products, the
primary concern is worker exposure in occupational environments because workers can
be exposed to very high concentrations of airborne asbestos. The regulation of
asbestos in occupational settings should take into account asbestos workers in both
general industries and the construction industry.
This Act also specifies the evaluation, instruction and education of asbestos
investigation institutions and designated contractors.
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Background: The purpose of this Act is to maintain and promote the safety
and health of workers by preventing industrial accidents and creating
comfortable working environments through establishing OSH standards and
clarifying the location of responsibility.
Objective: This Act covers prohibition and permission of manufacturing,
asbestos survey of buildings, abatement of asbestos by designated
contractors and detailed mandatory standard work practices designed to
protect employees from asbestos exposure.
According to this Act, a notification to prohibit the manufacture, import,
transfer, offer and use of asbestos-containing products was issued by MOEL
in 2007 and products containing all types of asbestos were totally banned in
2009. The occupational exposure limit of asbestos was set at 0.1 f/cc for all
types of asbestos in Korea.
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The various sources of asbestos exposure include asbestos in workplaces, general
environments, buildings and soils. For Asian countries, this Act provides an example of
legislation on the control of asbestos in various situations and media.

Several Acts related to asbestos have been introduced by different ministries of the
Korean government. This Act clarifies the relationship among these Acts and covers
asbestos controls that were not covered by existing Acts.
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Background: The purpose of this Act is to protect and improve public health
by regulating the safe control of asbestos.
Objective: This Act covers national asbestos control plan, prohibition and
control of asbestos-containing materials, control of naturally occurring
asbestos, asbestos in buildings and peripheral areas of asbestos abatement
sites that are not covered by existing Acts in Korea. This Act was legislated in
April 2011 and will come into force in April 2012. Subordinate regulations are
under legislation by the MOE.

No available PDF
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The control of current and future exposure to asbestos and the compensation for past exposure to
asbestos are both important. The aim of this Act is to provide compensation for actual expenses
incurred for the cure of and due to the loss of asbestos victims, and not to provide financial
insurance. This Act can be an example of asbestos compensation Acts that can be applied to
Asian developing countries in the future.

The asbestos compensation Act of Korea referred to the similar Act in Japan. Victims of
occupational exposure to asbestos are compensated by workers’ compensation
insurance in Korea.
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Background: The purpose of this Act is to compensate asbestos victims and
their families by prescribing the regulations necessary for quick and fair
financial compensation.
Objective: This Act covers classification and amount of compensation,
detailed process on application and recognition of compensation, operation of
a fund and other matters that are required to compensate victims suffering
from asbestos-related diseases and their families. This Act was legislated in
March 2010 and came into force in January 2011.

No available PDF

311

Factsheet on Asbestos and Asbestos-Related Diseases

Annotation
Fact 1

Annotation is not provided for this factsheet.

Fact 2

Fact 3

Fact 4

Fact 5

References

312

Factsheet on Asbestos and Asbestos-Related Diseases

Chapter
Section

2. Asbestos-Related Legislations and Regulations
A. Case studies of Asbestos-Related National Legislations

No./Title

a-4. Hazardous chemical control act

Author/Contributor

Ministry of Environment (MOE) (In Korean)

Bibliographic ID

March 2010

Introduction
Asian context

Critical appraisal

This Act gives an example of provisions regulating asbestos as a toxic chemical in the
environment.

The kinds of prohibited asbestos and their concentrations that are regulated by this Act
are closely related with those of the OSH Act in Korea.
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Background: The purpose of this Act is to enable citizens to live in a healthy
and comfortable environment by preventing any harm to people’s health and
environment caused by chemicals and by properly controlling toxic
chemicals.
Objective: This Act prohibits amosite, crocidolite, anthophyllite, tremolite and
actinolite asbestos and all substances containing 1% or more of these types
of asbestos. The importation of chrysotile and substances containing 1% or
more of these types of asbestos is also regulated under the permission of
various government agencies in Korea.
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Asbestos and asbestos-containing materials should be disposed safely and not be
recycled. This Act gives an example of national planning for the safe disposal of
asbestos and asbestos-containing wastes.

This Act provides detailed provisions specifying asbestos waste control. The kinds of
prohibited asbestos and their concentrations that are regulated by this Act are closely
related with those of the OSH Act and Hazardous Chemical Control Act in Korea.
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Background: The purpose of this Act is to contribute to environmental
conservation and enhance citizens’ quality of life by minimizing the production
of wastes and ensuring the proper disposal of all generated wastes.
Objective: Wastes containing 1% or more of all types of asbestos are
classified as controlled waste in this Act. Strict requirements such as
obtaining permission for discharge and use of contractors licensed for
treatment of controlled wastes are applied in this Act.

No available PDF
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Introduction
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Asbestos can be found in industrial products for children such as baby powders, toys,
and bicycle brake pads. This Act gives an example industrial products that may contain
asbestos for Asian countries.

This Act provides detailed items that should be tested for asbestos. This Act mandates
the use of Korean Standard (KS) testing methods in the testing for asbestos.
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Background: The purpose of this Act is to enhance business competitiveness
and profit and ensure consumer safety by specifying the quality management
and safety control of industrial products.
Objective: This Act requires that industrial products should not contain more
than 0.1% of asbestos. Industrial products, especially those for children, must
not contain any contents of asbestos.
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Introduction
Asian context

Singapore has been identified as one of three countries which lead the technology in
Asia and in particular, its experience in primary prevention. Therefore, Singapore should
start sharing technology with other Asian countries to eliminate asbestos and its
diseases burden.

Critical appraisal

Authored by John Wah Lim et al. The authors focused on preventive measures used in
Singapore for the elimination of ARD. Review paper.
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Abstract

The incidence of asbestos-related diseases (ARD) has increased in the last
four decades. In view of the historical use of asbestos in Singapore since the
country started banning it in phases in 1989 and the long latency of the
disease, the incidence of ARD can be expected to increase further. As
occupational exposure to asbestos still occurs, preventive measures to
eliminate ARD continue to be required to protect the health of both workers
and the public from asbestos exposure. The majority of occupational
exposures to asbestos at present occur during the removal of old buildings.
Preventive measures have been utilized by different government ministries
and agencies in eliminating ARD in Singapore over the past 40 years. These
measures have included the enforcement of legislation, substitution with safer
materials, and engineering controls during asbestos removal as well as
improvements in personal hygiene and the use of personal protective
equipment. The existing Workman’s Compensation System for ARD should
be further refined, given that is currently stipulates that claims for asbestosis
and malignant mesothelioma be made within 36 and 12 months after ceasing
employment.
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In the study about asbestos use and the ARD situation in Singapore between 19702007, it was shown that 108,545 metric tons of asbestos were used during the
observed period with an annual mean consumption of 1.06 kg per capita per year.

Fact 2

Asia increased its global share of asbestos use in the raw form from 19% (i.e. 840 of
4350 thousand metric tons) in 1985 to 47% (i.e. 950 of 2040 thousand metric tons) in
2000.

Fact 3

In Asia, (a unique troubling trait is) the second hand treatment of asbestos, a practice
that remains common in the region involving machinery repair, maintenance and
demolition, as well as shipwrecking.

Fact 4

The relatively low burden of disease in Asia probably reflects an insufficient latency
time as well as inadequate recognition of asbestos-related diseases (ARDs).

Fact 5

The most effective means to prevent ARDs is to discontinue the use of asbestos;
however, it should also be acknowledged that the process will require a gradual
transition involving progressive steps.

References

320

